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April 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1236 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515  
Attn: Robert Edmonson, Chief of Staff 
 
Subject:  Letter of Support for the Golden Gate Bridge Physical Suicide Deterrent 

System (SDS) 
 
Dear Madame Speaker, 
 
The Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District (District) requests your 
consideration and support for $7 million to complete the construction of the Physical Suicide 
Deterrent System (SDS) project. When completed, the SDS project will serve as a deterrent to 
prevent those at risk of harming themselves from jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge. This 
request will bring the federal share to 65 percent of the $216 million total cost. The remaining 35 
percent of funding comes from state and local sources, including $68 million of Bridge toll 
revenues. 
 
Besides being a critical lifeline for transportation and goods movement in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, the Golden Gate Bridge is also an internationally recognized icon and a powerful symbol 
of the American spirit, immortalized in history and pop culture. Along with this unique 
distinction, it can also become a destination for individuals seeking a final refuge from their 
personal struggles. In 2020, 213 people came to the Golden Gate Bridge to commit suicide by 
jumping off the Bridge. Sadly, 28 lost their lives while 185 were stopped by the Bridge’s highly 
trained and compassionate staff working in conjunction with partners from the California 
Highway Patrol, other law enforcement, and citizen intervention. On average, 30 people or more 
die from suicide here each year.  
 
The constructed net will be located about twenty feet below the sidewalk and extend outward 
approximately twenty feet. Steel struts, painted in the Bridge’s signature color, will support 
marine-grade, stainless steel wire rope specifically designed to minimize impacts to Bridge 
views and appearance so that visitors will continue to enjoy expansive views of San Francisco 
and Marin while driving, biking and walking across the Bridge. 

 
The project is currently under construction, with completion of the net targeted for July 2023. 
Unfortunately, contractor delays have increased the cost, necessitating this request which, if 
funded, will provide the necessary funds to complete the project.  
 
The total project cost of construction is $216M. Strong support for the project is evident in the 
makeup of its funding partners, who range from Federal, State and local government all the way 
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to individual and local donations from members of the community that have been directly 
affected by suicides on the bridge. $75M in federal funds from MTC, $58M in federal funds 
from Caltrans, $68M of Golden Gate Bridge District toll funding revenue, $7 million from the 
State of California Mental Health Services Funds via State Budget (Prop 63), and over $400,000 
from permit fees and individual and foundation donations. The District seeks an additional $7M 
to complete the project.  
 
The District is 100 percent committed to completing this project with the sole purpose of saving 
lives. The public has spoken with over 3,000 comments received, national media attention, and 
financial backing from our funding partners and citizens, there can be no question that this is a 
project of critical regional importance. We strongly urge that the project be favorably considered. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Denis J. Mulligan 
General Manager 
 



April 21, 2021 

Denis J. Mulligan 
General Manager, Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District 
Golden Gate Bridge, P.O. Box 29000 
Presidio Station, San Francisco, CA 94129 

RE:  Letter of Regional Transportation Plan Consistency for the Golden Gate Bridge 
Physical Suicide Deterrent System Project 

Dear Mr. Mulligan: 

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) submits this letter of support for the 
federal funding request submitted by the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation 
District (GGBHTD) for the Golden Gate Bridge Physical Suicide Deterrent System project. 

The GGBHTD requests $7 million in federal funding for the Golden Gate Bridge Physical 
Suicide Deterrent System project. The project will construct a safety net on the east and 
west sides of the Golden Gate Bridge providing an immeasurable safety benefit. MTC 
supports this project as being consistent with MTC’s Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy, Plan Bay Area 2040, adopted by MTC in 2017. 
Further, MTC confirms that this project is in the regional Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) as MRN050019, and any federal funds approved could be amended into the 
TIP shortly after approval. 

We look forward to continued partnership with the GGBHTD to deliver this regionally 
significant project. Please contact me at (415) 778-6772, or Mark Dedrick, MTC’s 
Washington representative, at (202) 494-3618, if you need further information on our letter. 

Sincerely, 

Theresa Romell 
Section Director, Funding Policy and Programs 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
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April 20, 2021


Denis Mulligan, CEO	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 BY EMAIL

Golden Gate Bridge District


Dear Mr. Mulligan,


This year is the eighteenth year since our daughter, Katherine Elizabeth Hull, jumped from the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 


She was a lovely, bright, artistic young woman of 26 who had a way with plants and with dogs 
and cats. She was a junior at UC Santa Cruz, living off campus with two other girls, getting 
good grades, working two jobs and volunteering at the local botanical garden. And she was 
slowly but surely emerging from a ten-year depression. 


The summer before she died, she and I backpacked into a hot springs at Big Sur. She was 
strong and getting stronger. When we reached the stream, we had to cross it 10 times to reach 
the hot springs. She did it downstream without a hitch, but on the way back, on the final 
crossing, she fell into the water. She just got a little wet, no broken bones, she almost made it 
back onto the trail dry.


It pre-figured what befell her just a couple months later.  We later learned that people in 
depression are at greatest risk of suicide when they are coming out of the depression. At that 
stage they have enough personal cohesion to make a plan and enough personal strength to 
carry it out. But they have not lived quite long enough to realize that they no longer want to be 
dead. 


If there had been a dog in pain at the side of the road as she drove up the coast to the bridge, 
if she had had a flat tire—or if there had been an effective barrier at the bridge— I’m sure she 
would have weathered the final watery threat because research both before and since she died 
has concluded that 90% of those prevented from taking their lives go on to live out a normal 
lifespan. She almost made it back onto secure footing.


I have survived the loss and I have regained the joy in living, but still she swims back into my 
thoughts and will do as long as I live.  I know a number of other Survivors and we are all on the 
same track. 


I am also aware that until that net is installed, there is an unending number of parents, brothers, 
sisters, lovers and friends who are at risk of dying before their time, and an even larger number 
of parents, brothers, sisters, lovers and friends who will have to find a way through a terrible 
grief. 


I’ve said it before, but I’ve never set it down in writing to you:

I support this net project. 

I support any funding necessary to see this project completed.

And I thank you for your early, persistent and effective support of it.


David Hull

Survivor

Founding President of Bridge Rail Foundation 
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Denis Mulligan 
General Manager      April 23, 2021 
Golden Gate Bridge,  
P.O. Box 29000, Presidio Station,  
San Francisco, CA 94129-9000 
 
Dear Mr. Mulligan, 
 
It is my understanding that some additional funds are needed to complete construction of 
the Golden Gate Bridge Suicide Deterrent Net project. We are writing to offer wholehearted 
support for this funding. 
 
The suicide death toll at the Gate is now well over 1,800, plus an unknow number of 
unaccounted for jumps of those whose remains were not recovered. In spite of increased 
efforts by Bridge Patrol and the CHP, the last decade saw an average of over 30 deaths per 
year. And as we have seen, further delay means additional deaths. 
 
Please do everything possible to secure any needed funds and ensure there are no further 
delays in this matter. Likewise we hope you have the opportunity to review the casus for the 
delays we have seen so far and pursue any remedy that may be open to the District. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if  there is anything additional we might do to help you 
secure the needed resources to complete this project without any further delay. 
 
 
Yours Truly. 

 
Paul Muller 
President 
	



 

MARILEE BROOKS 
631 WHVW PRSOaU AYH, SaQ MaWHR, CA 94402 _650 703 7297                  

  

4/21/2021 

DHQLV MXOOLJaQ 
CEO GGBD 

Dear Denis Mull igan: 

I aP ZULWLQJ aV a VWURQJ VXSSRUWHU RI WKH GROGHQ GaWH BULGJH SXLFLGH NHW.  TKHUH aUH PaQ\ 

VWaWLVWLFV aERXW ZK\ WKH QHW LV LPSRUWaQW EXW a FULWLFaO RQH WR PH LV WKH LPSXOVLYH QaWXUH RI 

VXLFLGH aQG WKH aFFHVV WR WKH YHU\ OHWKaO GROGHQ GaWH BULGJH. M\ OLIH aQG P\ FKLOGUHQ·V OLIH 

WUaJLFaOO\ FKaQJHG RQ FHEUXaU\ 15, 2007 ZKHQ P\ KXVEaQG, TRGG BURRNV, VaLG JRRG QLJKW WR 

XV aQG WKHQ GURYH XS WR WKH GROGHQ GaWH BULGJH aQG MXPSHG RII.  OXU VRQ, GUaQW, ZaV 7 

\HaUV ROG aQG KLV DaG ZaV KLV EHVW IULHQG.  OXU WZLQV, LLQGVa\ aQG DaQa, ZHUH 2 \HaUV ROG aQG 

OLWH XS ZKHQ TRGG ZaONHG LQWR WKH URRP.   

TRGG ZaV a VXFFHVVIXO YHQWXUH FaSLWaOLVW aQG JUaGXaWHG IURP CaO ZLWK a MS LQ CKHPLFaO 

EQJLQHHULQJ aQG a EXVLQHVV GHJUHH IURP HaUYaUG BXVLQHVV SFKRRO.  HH ZaV aQ aVVHW WR XV aQG 

aQ aVVHW WR VRFLHW\ aQG CaOLIRUQLa.  HH ZaV ZRUWK VaYLQJ aQG WKH VXLFLGH QHW ZRXOG KaYH 

VaYHG KLP.  HH JUHZ XS LQ MLOO VaOOH\ aQG WKH GROGHQ GaWH BULGJH KaG JUHaW PHaQLQJ WR KLP.  

HH HYHQ MXPSHG WR WKH WHVW WR WKH RSHQ RFHaQ.  

M\ FKLOGUHQ WR WKLV Ga\ VWUXJJOH ZLWK WKH WUaXPa IURP TRGG·V VXLFLGH.  GUaQW LV 21 aQG ZRUNLQJ 

KaUG WR UHSURFHVV WKH ORVV LQ a KHaOWKLHU Za\ WKaW ZLOO OHW KLP OLYH KLV OLIH PRUH IUHHO\.  HH LV 
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EaWWOLQJ WKLV KHaG RQ HYHU\ Ga\.  DaQa aQG LLQGVa\ aW 16 VWUXJJOH ZLWK QHYHU KaYLQJ a IaWKHU 

WKH\ NQHZ.  NHYHU KaYLQJ a IaWKHU WR ORYH WKHP OLNH RQO\ a IaWKHU FaQ.    

BHLQJ a PURIHVVLRQaO EQJLQHHU P\VHOI, I FaQ Va\ WKH OaFN RI a VXLFLGH GHWHUUHQW ZaV a GHVLJQ 

HUURU LQ WKH RULJLQaO EXLOGLQJ RI WKH EULGJH.  WH aV a VRFLHW\ QHHG WR FRUUHFW LW aQG WKH VXLFLGH 

QHW ZLOO GR WKaW.  YRX ZLOO UHFHLYH PaQ\ OHWWHUV IURP VXUYLYRUV aQG Pa\EH LW LV MXVW PH EXW PRVW 

VHHP WR EH SaUHQWV RI VWUXJJOLQJ FKLOGUHQ WKaW QHHGHG KHOS QRW aFFHVV WR a OHWKaO RSWLRQ.  I 

KaYH WURXEOH JRLQJ WR WKH VXUYLYRU PHHWLQJV EHFaXVH I ZRUU\ aERXW P\ FKLOGUHQ.  SHOILVKO\, I ZLOO 

aVN IRU WKH QHW WR EH ILQLVKHG IRU P\ FKLOGUHQ ZKR aUH aOLYH. NRW IRU P\ KXVEaQG ZKR LV JRQH. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 
Mari lee Brooks 



165 FHUQZRRG DULYH 
MRUDJD, CA 94556-2315 
ASULO 22, 2021 
 
 
MU. DHQLV MXOOLJDQ 
GROGHQ GDWH BULGJH DLVWULFW 
P.O. BR[ 29000, PUHVLGLR SWDWLRQ 
SDQ FUDQFLVFR, CA 94129-9000 
 
DHDU MU. MXOOLJDQ, 
I ZDQW WR ILUVW WKDQN \RX IRU DOO RI WKH ZRUN DQG HIIRUW RQ \RXU SDUW LQ WKH ODVW IHZ \HDUV LQ 
DVVXULQJ WKDW D VXLFLGH GHWHUUHQW QHW ZLOO EH SODFHG RQ WKH GROGHQ GDWH BULGJH.  WLWKRXW \RXU 
FRQWLQXHG VXSSRUW, DORQJ ZLWK WKH BULGJH DLVWULFW ERDUG PHPEHUV, WKH FKLHI HQJLQHHU, EZD BDXHU,  
DQG PDQ\ RWKHUV LQ \RXU RIILFHV, WKLV PLJKW QHYHU KDYH KDSSHQHG.   
 
I ORVW P\ EHORYHG 28-\HDU-ROG VRQ, MLFKDHO JDPHV BLVKRS, WR VXLFLGH IURP WKH GROGHQ GDWH 
BULGJH RQ MDUFK 28, 2011, PDUNLQJ WKH WHQWK DQQLYHUVDU\ ODVW PRQWK.  M\ VRQ ZDV D \RXQJ PDQ 
RI ZRQGHUIXO TXDOLW\ DQG ZRUWK, D FDULQJ, VZHHW, VHQVLWLYH DQG WDOHQWHG SHUVRQ.  HH ZDV D YLROLQ 
SOD\HU ZKR ZDV SDUW RI DQ RUFKHVWUD, KH ZDV ZRUNLQJ IXOO WLPH DQG KH ZDV DOVR WDNLQJ VHYHUDO 
QLJKW FODVVHV LQ DQWLFLSDWLRQ RI DWWHQGLQJ JUDGXDWH VFKRRO.  HLV VXLFLGH ZDV DQ LPSXOVLYH DFW, 
XQGRXEWHGO\ EURXJKW DERXW E\ IHHOLQJV RI EHLQJ RYHUZKHOPHG, ZLWK D VHQVH RI LQDELOLW\ WR FRSH 
ZLWK KLV FXUUHQW, VHHPLQJO\ RYHUEXUGHQHG VLWXDWLRQ.  I ZDV RQH RI WKH IRUWXQDWH SDUHQWV ZKR ZDV 
OHIW ZLWK D VXLFLGH QRWH, ZULWWHQ DQG OHIW LQ KLV FDU EHIRUH KH ZHQW RQWR WKH EULGJH WR MXPS WKDW 
IDWHIXO PRUQLQJ.  IW ZDV VR REYLRXV IURP KLV OHWWHU WKDW KH ZDV VRUU\ WR KXUW DOO RI XV KH OHIW 
EHKLQG EXW WKDW KH MXVW GLGQ¶W IHHO KH FRXOG FRSH ZLWK KLV OLIH DW WKH PRPHQW.  I ZDQW WR HPSKDVL]H 
WKH LPSXOVLYLW\ RI VXLFLGH LQ VR PDQ\ LQVWDQFHV; EHFDXVH, ZKHQ WKHUH DUH OHWKDO PHDQV ULJKW DW 
\RXU GRRUVWHS, VXFK DV WKH ORZ UDLOLQJ RQ WKH LFRQLF GROGHQ GDWH BULGJH, ZLWK D NQRZQ KLVWRU\ 
IRU VXLFLGH, WKHQ LW LV D UHFLSH IRU D FRQWLQXLQJ VWUHDP RI VXLFLGHV. 
 
I KDG SUHVHQWHG P\ SHUVRQDO VWRU\ RI ORVV WR WKH ERDUG PHPEHUV RI WKH GG BULGJH DLVWULFW, DQG 
EURXJKW ZLWK PH FRSLHV RI WKH ERRN The FiQal LeaS: SXicide RQ Whe GRldeQ GaWe BUidge E\ JRKQ 
BDWHVRQ WR JLYH WR HDFK ERDUG PHPEHU LQ 2012.  I KDG KRSHG WKDW LI WKH\ ZRXOG MXVW UHDG WKLV 
ERRN WKH\ ZRXOG EH FRQYLQFHG RI WKH QHFHVVLW\ WR DFW LQ GRLQJ VRPHWKLQJ WR VWRS WKHVH 
XQQHFHVVDU\ VXLFLGHV IURP WKH EULGJH.  I VXEVHTXHQWO\ ZHQW EHIRUH WKH MHWURSROLWDQ 
TUDQVSRUWDWLRQ CRPPLVVLRQ, WHOOLQJ WKHP RI P\ ORVV DQG SOHDGLQJ ZLWK WKHP WR DSSURYH IXQGV IRU 
D VXLFLGH GHWHUUHQW RQ WKH EULGJH.  I DOVR EHFDPH D PHPEHU RI WKH BULGJH RDLO FRXQGDWLRQ, DQ 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ GHGLFDWHG WR JHWWLQJ VRPHWKLQJ FRQVWUXFWLYHO\ DFFRPSOLVKHG WR VWRS WKH VXLFLGHV 
IURP WKH EULGJH, ZKLFK EHFDPH D GHWHUUHQW QHW. 
 
TKH DFWXDO SURFHVV RI JHWWLQJ D QHW LQVWDOOHG RQ WKH GROGHQ GDWH BULGJH KDV EHHQ OHQJWK\ DQG 
H[SHQVLYH, EXW PRVWO\ GXH WR FLUFXPVWDQFHV ZHOO EH\RQG WKH GLVWULFW¶V FRQWURO.  AQG, LQ WKH 
PHDQWLPH, WKH VXLFLGHV FRQWLQXH ZLWKRXW SDXVH.  WH KDYH FRPH VR IDU IURP ZKHUH ZH VWDUWHG, 
KRZHYHU, DQG LW¶V LPSHUDWLYH WKDW WKH WDVN EH FRPSOHWHG E\ ZKDWHYHU PHDQV.  IW ZRXOG EH 
DEVROXWHO\ XQDFFHSWDEOH WR QRW JHW WKLV SURMHFW ILQDOO\ ILQLVKHG. 
 



II WKHUH LV DQ\WKLQJ WKDW I FDQ SHUVRQDOO\ RIIHU WR IXUWKHU WKLV GDXQWLQJ PLVVLRQ, SOHDVH OHW PH 
NQRZ.  AQG, DJDLQ, WKDQN \RX IRU \RXU XQZDYHULQJ VXSSRUW WR JHW WKLV VXLFLGH GHWHUUHQW QHW 
LQVWDOOHG RQ RXU EHORYHG GROGHQ GDWH BULGJH. 
 
WLWK VLQFHUH UHJDUGV, 
KD\ <. JDPHV               



April  21, 2021

Mr. Denis Mulligan, 

I  wholeheartedly support  any additional funding to prevent delays in the construction of 
suicide deterrent system, which will undoubtedly save lives.  

I am the mother of Matthew, who was 20 when he disappeared.  That morning I woke up 
startled and knew everything in my life was wrong. My husband was home, as was my oldest 
son, but not Matthew. 

He didn’t answer my texts or calls.  I kept trying him  throughout the morning but no response. 
My husband called my at 1:15 pm and told me the police found Matt’s car was parked 
improperly in San Francisco.  I panicked, I told Mark to find out more, this wasn’t right.   Not 2 
minutes later he called me. Matt’s car was parked in the lot at the Golden Gate Bridge and they 
new someone jumped that day. They thought it might  be Matthew. 

Having a child go missing is devastating but being told he may have jumped  from this bridge 
was horrific. The worst part was waiting for the recovery of his body.  The Marin County Coroner 
told me that it doesn’t happen in 15% of the cases. He recommended calling other county 
coroner offices. 

I hope no one else has to experience making those calls. I will never  forget the incredibly kind 
people who took the time with me when I asked if they had any John Does or Partial remains  
over the next 6 months. 

We never did find him. Matthew will never be part of the statistics since his death cannot be 
confirmed. He will always be in the DOJ Missing Person’s database. 

Since I lost Matthew, I have been active with BridgeRail Foundation, which allowed me to meet 
other families with the same experience.  We were all devastated by our losses and supported 
each other in our grief. We helped make a difference by bringing the numbers to life, sharing 
their name, their face, their lives. Our loved ones mattered. 

When someone contacts Bridgerail Foundation they are often referred to me. Newly bereaved 
families who are looking for explanations and answers. Just last week I was contacted by 
another  family who lost their  son at the bridge. The questions I am asked most often is, “Why 
hasn’t something been done?Why isn’t the net in place? What are they doing to stop this?” 

I don’t want to tell them it will never happen. That construction stalled or stopped because of  
there wasn’t enough funding.  Having the net in place will be an overwhelming relief for all the 
bereaved families, knowing that no one will feel the grief and loss we have endured. We relive 
our experience every time we hear of another tragedy. 

I sincerely hope you are able to obtain the necessary funding for such an essential project that 
will save many  lives. 

Thank you for all your efforts, 

Dayna Whitmer


